SECTION III.

THE MIRACLE WROUGUT ON THE COURSE OF THE
RIVER LYCUS BY ST. GREGORY THAUMATURGUS.

135* T^v OUGLAS, in his great earnestness to prove
*-J that no real miracles were wrought by the
Fathers and Saints of the second and .third centuries,
tells us that the miracles of St. Gregory Thauma-
turgus, some of which have been detailed above, " are
justly rejected as inventions of a later age, and can
be believed by those only who can admit the miracles
ascribed to Apollonius, or those reported so long after
his death to Ignatius. Gregory of Nyssa," the bio-
grapher of Thaumaturgus, u according to Dr. Cave's
character of him, was apt to be too credulous. No
wonder, therefore, he gave too much credit to old
women's talcs, as the anecdotes of the Wonder-worker
must be allowed to be, when related, as we learn from
St. Basil, by his aged grandmother Macrina."* This
is not respectful either to St. Macrina or to St
Gregory Thaumaturgus, to say nothing of his treat-
* Page 327, note.